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INTRODUCTION 


TRAIL CORRIDOR OVERVIEW 


The historic Natchez Trail was a4 primitive trail 
stretching some 500 miles through the wilderness 
from Natchez, Mississippi, to Nashville, 
Tennessee. The story of the old Natchez Trace 
is the story of a region and of the people who 
developed this trail into a vital road through the 
Old Southwest frontier. Although generally 
thought of as one trail, the Natchez Trace was 
actually a number of closely parallel wilderness 
routes. When the first Europeans arrived in the area about 1700, they 
found the Natchez, Choctaw, and Chickasaw indians already using these 
rough trails into the interior of the lower Mississippi Valley. As 
American settiement expanded toward the southwest, boatmen used the 
trace to walk back to their homes after disposing of their trade goods and 
boats in the Mississippi River towns of Natchez and New Orieans. 





Today, the Natchez Trace Parkway, which commemorates the old trace, 
roughly paraliels the historic route between Natchez and Nashville. 
Siated for completion in the 1990s, the 449-mile motor road includes a 
right-of-way that averages 825 feet in width, with “buiges" at irregular 
intervals to provide land for associated recreation, interpretive, and 
management developments. Visitor facilities include comfort § stations, 
picnic areas, campgrounds, marked sections of the old Natchez Trace, 
and interpreted sites of prehistorical, historical, and natural interest. 


The Natchez Trace passes through a transect of midsouthern 
physiographic and natural com~unities. North from Natchez, the corridor 
passes through beech and oak forests of the Loess Bluffs province, the 
southern pine hills near Raymond, Mississippi, and the Jackson Prairie. 
From the northeastern tip of Ross Barnett Reservoir, the corridor crosses 
pine and dry oak forests in Mississippi's north central hills, and the 
Flatwoods and Pontotoc Ridge provinces. The alluvial agricultural soils 
around Tupelo are part of the Biack Belt province and were important to 
the Chickasaw and prehistoric indians. North of Tupelo the corridor cuts 
through a mixture of pine and hardwood forests in the hills above the 
Tombigbee and Tennessee rivers and traverses oak- and 
hickory-dominated forests on the Highland Rim in Tennessee. The 
corridor ends just south of Nashville, Tennessee, on the western edge of 
the Nashville Basin, which historically was similar to the open biuvegrass 
region of Kentucky. 


PURPOSE OF THE TRAIL PLAN 


The National Trails System Act of 1968 designated the Natchez Trace as 
one of the first trails to be studied for potential inclusion in the national 
trails system. The study report was published by the National Park 




















MISSOURI 





ARKANSAS 





FLORIDA 





cuuF OF MEXico 


_ ™ 


Region 


NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY 


United States Department of the Interior / National Park Service 
604 | 40081A 


DSC | Jan 87 ny 














H Elisabeth + ornale Academy 
A Emerald Mound 


H Mount Loouet 















ite 


I 


oC 

































-* 
YAZOO CIT) 














Upper Choctaw Boundary, 
Southern Pines 


H 








fled Dog Moad 


N 








Reaver Darn 













N 


{\ 


—_ Cree 











TARKVILY 

















N Black Bett Pra 


H 


























Bay Spree Late 


ouew Village 
pg feld Netchee Tra 
Dogwood 
N, 
‘ 
Lo 
% 
Tenn Tom wep 
is head re ol 
AntORv s - - 
/ 
- 
A Prart Mounds 
, 
Rattiefield Site 
N Ree h Spring: 
H 





Tupeto Netions! 
Rattiefietd Site 


v4 


Bursara A 


Co 





" 














Put 


























Sweetwater Branch 











Metal F ord/Steste’s tran Worke/ 
Me Ligh's Stand 


4H 





Grinder’s tan / 
Mer wether | ewir 





Old Natehes Trace Walk 
Hy Gordon House 














OLO NATCHEZ TRACE 
SHIFT IN OLD TRACE 
SITE LOCATION 
NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY 


NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY 
(UNCONSTRUCTED) 


MISTORIC RESOURCE 
NATURAL RESOURCE 
ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCE 


y 


Natural and Cultural Resources 


Navcher Trace Parkway 
Ureted Scates Oepertmen: of ihe interior Manone Part Serece 





Service in August 1979. As a result of the findings and recommendations 
of the study, the Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail was established by 
Congress in March 1983, and the National Park Service was directed to 
designate a route. Expenditure of up to $500,000 was authorized to 
acquire lands and interests in lands for the trail, and up to $2 million 
was authorized for trail development (Public Law 98-11; see appendix A). 


The National Trails System Act also called for a comprehensive trail plan 
to be prepared once the national trail was established. This document 
responds to that requirement, and it addresses the acquisition, 
management, development, and use of the national scenic trail. The trail 
corridor will lie totally within the Natchez Trace Parkway boundary. 


The secretary of the interior was assigned responsibility for the overall 
administration of the Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail. The National 
Park Service will carry out the secretary's responsibilities and coordinate 
the development and management of the trail. Volunteer trail groups will 
be encouraged to participate in the development and maintenance of trail 
segments. The National Trails System Act also called for an advisory 
council of federal, state, and private sector representatives to be 
established for each trail. The board will be consulted by the National 
Park Service regarding trail development and management. 


PLAN DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL 








The draft Comprehensive Trail Pian / Environmental Assessment was 
released in February 1986 for a 30-day public review and comment period. 
As a result of the public response, the National Park Service decidec to 
adopt alternative B as the final plan rather than the proposed action that 
was described in the draft plan. The basis for this decision is set forth 
in the "Finding of No Significant impact," which documents the 
decision-making process and provides evidence of compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act and other relevant environmental 
legisiation and regulations. A copy of the "Finding of No Significant 
Impact" may be obtained from either of the following addresses: 


Superintendent Regional Director 
Natchez Trace Parkway National Park Service 
R.R. 1, NT-143 75 Spring Street, SW 
Tupelo, MS 38801 Atlanta, GA 30303 


The development and management actions described in this approved plan 
are consistent with the "Finding of No Significant Impact," and this 
document therefore meets the requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act, as amended, and other relevant environmental legislation and 
regulations. The National Park Service has concluded that no federally 
protected piant or animal species or critical habitat would be adversely 
affected, nor would any modification or occupation of floodplains or 
wetiands occur as a result of this plan. This plan is also in compliance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and in accord with the 
provisions of the programmatic memorandum of agreement between the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the National Conference of 
State Historic Preservation Officers, and the National Park Service. 
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RESOURCE ANALYSIS 





The National Trails S)ystem Act states that "trails should be established 
(i) primarily, near urban areas of the Nation, and (ii) secondarily, within 
scenic areas and along historic travel routes of the Nation." The act also 
States that national scenic trails should provide "for the conservation and 
enjoyment of the nationally significant scenic, historic, natural, or 
cultural qualities [features] of the areas through which such trails may 
pass" (see appendix A). 


A ranking system was developed to assess resource values along the 
entire Natchez Trace Parkway corridor and to identify those sections of 
the corridor that have the highest resource values. in accordance with 
the National Trails System Act, critical factors for assessing resource 
values and determining appropriate trail recommendations were proximity 
to populated areas, scenic quality (focusing on the parkway corridor as 
well as the adjacent viewshed), and nearness to cultural, natural, or 
recreational features. 


After the critical factors were identified, they were incorporated into a 
survey form (see the sample form in this section) and assigned a 
numerical rating based on their leve! of importance. During a two-week 
field trip, the planning team systematically applied this survey to 10-mile 
segments along the entire parkway. Although the scores assigned to the 
segments are subjective, they do represent a consensus of the team 
members who participated in the survey. 


Numerical scores for specific factors were derived in several ways. For 
the first factor--proximity to urban populations--three scores were used 
in the rating. Those parkway segments within or adjacent to standard 
metropolitan statistical areas (SMSAs) were given the highest scores. 
Moderate scores were given to trail segments that passed through cities 
(not SMSAs) and rural towns. The lowest scores were given to trail 
segments that passed through sparsely populated rural areas. 


The second factor--scenic quality--was rated using a modified version of 
the scenic quality inventory/evaluation in the Visual Resource Management 
Program, developed by the Bureau of Land Management 71980) 
Numerical ratings that reflected high, moderate, and low vaiues were used 
in scoring landform, vegetation, water, color, adjacent scenery, resource 
scarcity (for example, wildlife or wildflowers), and cultural modifications 
(see sample survey form). The overall scenic quality score for each 
10-mile segment was derived by adding the individual scores assigned to 
the seven categories. 





The third factor--nearness to cultural, natural, or recreational 
features--was rated using the same high, moderate, and low rating 
scheme. Any cultural, natural, or recreational feature that was thought 
to be of primary significance to the parkway was given the highest 
rating. Features thought to be of moderate or minimal significance 
received correspondingly lower scores. 
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SAMPLE RESOURCE ANALYSIS SURVEY FORM 
SCENIC QUALITY SCORE 2\ 
‘ y y 
' Laendform Vegetation water , . olor j Adjac ert enery i Resource Seare ity 
High vertical relief; | A variety of vegeta) Clean and clear Migh contrast, a Great enhancement Onerof-askind; rare 
prominent cliffs, tion types, high | water still, flowing variety of vivid of visual Quality within the region 
mountains, or mas contrast in form OF cascading and colers. which nemorabie 
sive rock forme texture, end 4 dominant aid con: | contributes to 
ons; severe sur petierns tribuling factor to extraordinary 
face features, or the landscape views 
dominant and excep 
tionally striking and 
) intriguing features 
| 
| 
5 i 5 (> 5 y 6 
—— t ; : , 
Moderate relief | Some variety of | Water present | Moderate contrast Moderate enhance Distinetive, but 
| ; 
rolling hills or | vegetation, But only | But not dominant some variety of ment of overall somewhat similar to 
| undulating lang | one or two types in the landscape colors visuel Quality others within the 
| scape; some region 
interesting landform 
patterns; detail | 
features present 
and interesting but | 
net dominant or 
exceptional 
' 
42> , > J] 
( 32 | Cvs | i<j | ( i ra i Cv 
gp gg r = ' ' 
No relief; a flat | Little or no variety Water absent or | Subtie color Little or mo influ interesting within 
landscape, few |or contrast in NOt noticeable variations; low ence on overall! its setting but 
features or one | vegetation contrast visual Quatity fairly common within 
the region 
’ ’ | 0 | 0 ' 
- i 
_ — 
Scenic User 
Quality Potential | Cultural Natural Recreation 
* . » 
Score Score Resource Score**| | Resource Score** | Resource Score** 
2! O Buffalo River English Camp Meriwether Lewis | 
iron Works Water Falis | Recreation Area 
Historic Site ] 
/ 
Napier Mine 
Historic Site 1 | | 
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Lewis Monument = | 
Old Trace S | | 
pe + a - ne. I rail . + . . — ; 
A\ oO 12 | | 2 | Total: 44 
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* User Potential 
- Near major urban population 
10 - Near major rural population 
0 ~ Minimal population area 


**Cultural 





Natural, and Recreation Score Key 
10 - High or of primary significance or value 





5 - Moderate significance and of some value 
1 ~ Low significance and of little value 
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no visual 
to the area 


0 
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After numerical scores were assigned for each of the three factors, the 
scores were totaled to provide a composite score for each 10-mile segment 
of the parkway (see table 1). Parkway segments that scored higher than 
45 were designated as high-potential segments for trail development. The 
four segments that met these vaiues are in or near Natchez and Jackson, 
Mississippi; Colbert Ferry (Pickwick Lake), Alabama; and Nashville, 
Tennessee (see Resource Analysis and High-Potential Segments map). 


An additional viewshed survey form was aiso used for each 10-mile 
segment to supplement the composite resource analysis scores. Viewing 
distances from both sides of the parkway, in terms of foreground, 
midground, and background, were recorded for each mile along the entire 
length of the parkway. Unobstructed viewing distances of approximately 
100 feet from the parkway (foreground), 2,500 feet from the parkway 
(midground), and more than 2, feet from the parkway (background) 
were mapped to ensure that national trail locations and other trails along 
the parkway would provide a variety of landscape views (see survey 
forms below). 
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Table 1: 


Mile 

Segment Location 

0-10 Natchez, MS 

10-20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70-80 
Clinton, MS 
Clinton, MS 
Jackson /Reservoir 
Jackson/Reservoir 





Koscuisko, MS 


Tupelo, MS 


Nashville 
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TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 


NATIONAL TRAIL ROUTE 


The Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail is unique compared to other 
national trails because the 449-mile, 825-foot-wide parkway corridor is 
entirely federally owned. Aljlthough present information does not 
conclusively demonstrate a need for trails, the opportunity offered by an 
existing, continuous corridor across federal land is unparalieied. Because 
of existing federal landownership and the scenic quality and historical 
significance of the Natchez Trace, the entire parkway corridor will be 
designated as the route of the Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail. 


Hiking will continue along the entire length of the parkway, using 
existing trails and the motor road shoulder. Horseback riding will be 
permitted only on trails designated for such use. Bicycling will continue 
aiong the entire developed length of the parkway. Bicycle use will be 
monitored, however, and accommodations will be made to separate bicycle 
users and vehicular traffic where required in heavy use areas. Overnight 
camping for long-distance bicyclers and hikers will be provided at 
existing campgrounds. 


The trail proposal has been developed in concert with the General 


Management Pian for the parkway, and all trails proposed in that plan will 
components of the designated national trails system. interpretive 


centers, wayside exhibits, and orientation stops will serve both general 
parkway visitors and trail users. 


TRAIL INFORMATION/INTERPRETATION 

information/orientation wayside exhibits proposed in the General 

Management pian will include information about parkway trails. in 
, @ brochure or pamphlet about trails is recommended. This 

publication would serve as an aid for hikers, bicyclers, and horseback 


riders, helping them select specific trails and organize their trips. 
Parkway visitors should be informed of the following: 


the location of trails along the parkway, their length, and their level 
of difficulty 


the various types of scenery or special resources along the route 
rules of visitor behavior and safety on trails 
the location of trail facilities and services 
Trail users should also have the opportunity to learn about and 
appreciate prehistoric resources and the historic significance of the 


Natchez Trace. From its earliest role as a network of indian trails to its 
use by boatmen on their return trip up the Mississippi, the corridor 


_ 
re 





played an important role in our country's development. Specific proposals 
to implement the objectives of — information/interpretive program are 
discussed in the Se Management Pi and will be more fully 
developed in the | tive ibseus or Natchez Trace Parkway. 


PROPO TRAI ENTS AN VELOPMENT 


Of the four high-potential segments identified during the resource 
analysis phase of planning, three of them--the Nashville, Jackson, and 
Natchez segments--will be developed as combined § hiking and 
horseback-riding trails at this time. These trail segments were selected 
because of their proximity to areas where high use is anticipated. The 
Colbert Ferry high-potential segment will not be developed because the 
resource values and viewshed qualities both north and south of this 
segment are low. Undertaking trail development as part of the larger 
parkway construction project will also have economic benefits. 


Up to $500,000 was authorized by PL 98-11 for land acquisition for the 
national scenic trail. However, because the proposed traii segments will 
be entirely within the boundaries of the Natchez Trace Parkway, no land 
acquisition will be required. 


in accordance with the National Trails System Act, uniform markers will 
be erected and maintained along national trail segments. The design will 
be the official Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail symbol shown at the 
beginning of this pian. This symbol, similar to that used elsewhere along 
the parkway, depicts one of the post riders who were frequent users of 
the historic trace. The symbol will be registered with the U.S. Patent 
Office, and the National Park Service will monitor and protect the 


symbol's use. 


During the final planning siages considerable time and effort will be taken 
to determine precise trail alignments. Park planners will review in the 
field each foot of the proposed trails to ensure that the best locations are 
selected after considering al! alternatives. Resource protection, 
maintenance, aesthetics, public safety, and costs wil! be the criteria used 
in deciding final trail alignments. At this time al! trail signing needs will 
also be determined, and the exact location of trail amenities will be 
decided. in conjunction with trail construction, trail brochures will be 
developed and promotional information will be provided to trail user 
groups, as well as to the general public. 


Costs for developing typical trail facilities are shown in table 2. Annual 
operation and maintenance costs for a trail segment are estimated at 
$15,000. 


Nashville Trail Segment 


The Nashville trail segment will provide hiking and horseback-riding 
opportunities along a portion of the old Natchez Trace and scenic 
panoramas from Butler Ridge. 
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A new Duck River trailhead staging area will be the southern entrance to 
the Nashville trail segment (see Nashville High-Potential Segment map). 
This new development will be on the west side of the parkway and north 
of Tennessee Highway 50. A _ short hiking trail will connect the trail 
Staging area with the Gordon House site. Plans for the Gordon House 
site have been approved, but construction has not begun. Waterlines will 
be extended from the Gordon House comfort station to provide potable 
water at the staging area. 


The Nashville trail segment will cross under Tennessee 50 and continue 
along the west side of the boundary to milepost 422. This western 
alignment will use existing county roads within the parkway boundary. 
The terrain and landforms are similar along both sides of the parkway for 
this section of the trail route. A primitive corral and tethering poles will 
be provided on the west side of the parkway at milepost 418 so that 
riders can hitch their horses and cross the parkway on foot to visit the 
Water ‘alley overlook. At milepost 420 the trai! will cross the proposed 
acces. road from Tennessee Highway 46. An underpass will provide trail 
access to the west side at milepost 422. 


The trail will cross the parkway at milepost 424.5 by means of an 
underpass, continue on the west side of the parkway by using a 2-mile 
stretch of existing county roads, and again cross the parkway by means 
of an underpass at milepost 427. From this point the trail will remain on 
the east side of the parkway to the Garrison Creek picnic area. This 
alignment follows one of the longest and most discernible sections of the 
historic Natchez Trace, and ‘t will also incorporate the Butler Ridge 
overlook. A staging area will be provided at the Garrison Creek picnic 
area. Potable water will be provided at the trai! staging area. 


Jackson ‘rail Segment 


The Jackson trail segment will provide both hiking and horseback riding 
opportunities for 23 miles through predominantly southern pine forest with 
gently rolling terrain. Numerous streams and open fields dot the 
landscape, and views of the Ross Barnett Reservoir will be available along 
the southern portion of the trail. 


The southern terminus for the Jackson segment will be the existing 
British West Florida parking area (milepost 108), which will be redesigned 
to serve as a trailhead staging area (see Jackson High-Potential Segment 
map). While trail users will have to provide their own water, the nearby 
lake and its numerous drainages will provide water for horses. Portable 
toilets will be provided unless the construction of restroom facilities is 
warranted by demand. 


Just north of the staging area the trail alignment crosses two drainages, 
which will require separate, approximately 90-foot bridges adjacent to and 
east of the parkway bridges. Just north of these crossings, at milepost 
109, the trail will pass beneath the parkway by means of a seldom used 
county road underpass. The trai! alignment will then continue north on 





the west side of the parkway. At milepost 110.4 an approximately 
150-foot bridge will be required to cross another major drainage. From 
there the trail will continue on and join the existing Lonesome Pine horse 
trail just west of milepost 111.3. The trail will follow the existing trail 
alignment, which runs northward to an existing trailhead parking area 
near the intersection of Mississippi 43 and Twelve Oaks Trace County 
Road (milepost 115). 


After crossing Mississippi 43 the trail alignment will continue on the west 
side of the parkway motor road and will follow two short segments of the 
old trace between mileposts 118 and 120. Several drainages will require 
modest bridges for hikers. Where the terrain is low and wet, the 
alignment will move eastward to the higher slope adjacent to and in sight 
of the parkway. At milepost 122.7 a hitching rack will be provided for 
horseback riders wanting to use the River Bend picnic facilities and 
restroom just across the parkway. 


Continuing north inside the west boundary, the trai! will pass by the 
Choctaw Boundary parking area (milepost 128.5) and continue north to its 
terminus at the Yockanookany parking area (milepost 131). Portable 
toilets will be provided unless use demands the construction of restroom 
facilities. 


Natchez Trail Segment 


The Natchez Trail segment will provide over 65 miles of continuous hikin 
and horseback-riding trail: a 20-mile loop from US Highway 61 (about 

miles northeast of Natchez) to Mount Locust and a 45-mile extension north 
to Rocky Springs. Several major drainages will have to be forded, and 
the trail will have to be closed for short periods during high water. 
Because of the narrow configuration of the parkway right-of-way and also 
the many leased agricultural fields, the trail will have to be placed near 
the parkway motor road whenever required by existing land use patterns. 


The southern end of the Natchez trail segment will begin just north of US 
61 near milepost 9. (The first 9 miles of parkway wil! include 10 bridges 
over state highways, county roads, large streams, and one railroad. 
These design constraints render this southernmost end of the parkway 
undesirable for the development of safe, long-distance hiking or 
horseback trails.) The proposed southern contact station on section 3X 
will serve as the primary information and orientation center for visitors 
traveling north (see Natchez High-Potential Segment map). The existing 
wayside exhibit shelter just north of US 61 (milepost 8.7, east side) will 
serve as the trailhead parking area for hikers for the southern end of 
the Natchez trail segment. 


This portion of trail will be a loop hiking/horseback-riding trail on the 
south end of parkway section 3W between the existing parking area 
(milepost 8.7) and Mount Locust (milepost 15.8). The loop trail will be 
developed aiong the east and west sides of the parkway to Mount Locust, 
following existing segments of the old trace wherever possible. A 1-mile 








spur trail will extend west to Emeraid Mound (milepost 10) when the 
additional right-of-way has been acquired and the new entrance road has 
been developed to serve this historic site. At the Mount Locust end of 
the loop a staging area for horseback riders will be developed off the 
county road just to the north. Drinking water and comfort stations are 
available nearby. 


The Mount Locust staging area will also serve the 45-mile trail north to 
Rocky Springs. This trail will follow existing, seldom used gravel county 
roads where possible. it will cross Coles Creek at the low-water crossing 
and the parkway at the county road grade crossing (milepost 17). On 
the east side of the parkway the trail will join a preserved segment of the 
old Natchez Trace, which extends over 3 miles northeast to Mississippi 
Highway 553. This segment will serve as a spur trail for those who wish 
to hike or ride a horse over the longest preserved segment of the old 
Natchez Trace existing within the parkway. 


From milepost 17 the trail will extend north along the existing gravel 
county road to Mississippi 553. From here a trail will be developed 
north, crossing Mississippi 552 and US 61 on the east side of the 
parkway. These highways and several county roads will have to be 
crossed at grade, necessitating the need for close cooperation in marking 
and signing trail crossings. The trail will cross the existing county road 
underpass at milepost 54.5. A trailhead parking area and staging area 
will be developed in the vicinity of the proposed Rocky Springs developed 
area. 


FUTURE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 


The National Park Service will develop sections of the Nashville, Jackson, 
and Natchez trail segments, where highest use is expected and where the 
most trail can be developed with appropriated funds. For planning and 
cost figuring, the National Park Service is estimating 20 miles of trail 


development. 


Any future trail development will be based on demonstrated user demand 
and the ability of private user groups to provide development funding 
and maintenance. The National Park Service may provide technical 
assistance in trail planning and implementation or in the preparation of 
orientation and interpretive materiais relating to trails, but no further 
NPS funding will be anticipated for the national trail. Sample costs for 
future private sector trail development are shown in table 2. This trail 
plan will continue to serve an important function as a guide for future 
trail development efforts. 


To ensure continuity and quality of the trail system, memorandums of 
agreement or understanding will be required between any trail developers 
and the National Park Service. All future trail development wil! be 
subject to NPS approval and should be consistent with objectives and 
guidelines contained in this planning document and recommended trail 
management handbooks (see the Bibliography ). 
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Table 2: Trail Development Cost Summary for a Typical Segment 





(1985 dollars) 
Gross Advance 
Construction and Project 
Development Action Cost Planning Cost 
Develop 20 miles of unsurfaced hiking/horseback - 
riding trail $524 , 000 $100 , 000 
install tethering posts and signs 3,000 500 
Provide 10 trailer parking units (2 horses per trailer) 20 , 000 4,000 
Provide 10 standard parking units 10,000 2,000 
install 2 vault pit toilets 26 , 000 5,000 
Provide 2 fire rings for picnic use 1,000 500 
Develop central water supply (well) and 
pump/housing/treatment 28 ,000 5,000 
Construct roadway into staging area (600 lin ft) 39, 000 8,000 
Construct turnaround 8,000 2,000 
Prepare trail guide publication 13,000 2,000 
Conduct archeological survey 
Total $672,000 $129,000 





*Cost covered by Southeast Archeological Center operating funds 








Total Cost 











Future trail routes will be based on a visitor experience concept that 
takes into account the presence and relative significance of the following 
resource factors: water (clean streams and lakes, rapids and white 
water, springs, wetiands, stream confiuences, waterfalis), landforms 
(high points, rock outcrops, high contrast topographic edges), vegetation 
(unique species, prominent edges), and man-made features and land uses 
(prehistoric archeological sites, historic landscapes and structures, 
transportation and recreation features, residential development, 
agricultural land uses, commercial land uses). When trail routes and 
locations for trailheads and staging areas are selected, the following 
requirements should be met: 


Trails should be located on NPS lands. 


Staging areas and access points should be located so that users can 
choose different trip lengths. 


Scenic overlooks within the parkway should be part of the route. 
The trail should be routed to take advantage of natural and cultural 
features; specifically, the trail should follow the historic trace where 
feasible. 


The trail should pass through a variety of landforms and vegetation 
types. 


Visual intrusions that would detract from a trail experience should 
be avoided. 


Critical or sensitive animal or plant habitats should be avoided. 


Damage to sites listed on or eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places should be avoided. 


Areas that are subject to flooding or poor drainage should be 
avoided. 


Previously disturbed areas and developed sites, facilities, and 
structures should be used whenever possible for trailheads and 
staging areas. 

Views of creeks, streams, rivers, and lakes should be provided. 
The parkway motor road should be crossed only when necessary. 


Additionally, any new trail plans must comply with the following general 
design guidelines: 


Disturbance of the ground surface to obtain a trail base will oe 
minimized, and trail surfacing will be used only if needed for erosion 
control. 








Most trail sections will maintain a grade of 10 percent or less, and 
where major elevational changes occur, switchback construction will 
be required to reduce erosion potential and maintain a proper grade. 


A 10-foot-high and 8-foot-wide -'earance will be maintained on trails 
that accommodate both hikers and hurseback riders. 


Staging areas (1 to 2 acres) will be developed at each end of a trail 
and will include two pit toilets, two fire rings for picnic use, 
tethering poles (horse trails only), a trailhead sign/brochure 
dispenser, and a potable water supply if feasible. 


Staging areas within the parkway right-of-way will accommodate 
parking for standard vehicies and, in the case of horseback-riding 
trails, back-in parking bays for vehicles with horse trailers. Areas 
for horse trailers and automobiles should be paved; however, the 
surface of the horse-tethering or -staging areas should be grass, 
pea gravel, or wood chips. 


Vehicle access spurs and parking areas will be paved and will have 
appropriate turning radii, road widths, and unloading areas to 
provide easy access and use; parking will accommodate 10 standard 
vehicies plus 10 horse trailer units for horseback-riding trails. 


Primitive camping areas will be provided on those trails that are 
longer than a normal day's hike; camping sites w.!! take advantage of 
points of interest, but will not be accessible from the roadway; pit 
toilets will be provided; and potable water may be provided if 
feasible. 


Trails will be aligned to minimize or avoid impacts on parkway lands 
under private agricultural leases. 


Cooperative agreements with appropriate authorities may be required 
if trail alignments follow county roads. 


All trails will be marked by posting the Natchez Trace National 
Scenic Trail symbol; markers will be available from the Nationa! Park 
Service in two sizes--a 99-inch size for use at trailheads and a 
34-inch size for periodic route confirmation ’§ signs. Where 
appropriate, blazes may also be used to assist in trail route location. 


In addition to trails within the national trail corridor, there is potential 
for side trails that would provide access to significant sites or recreation 
facilities away from the parkway. Examples could include U.S. Forest 
Service recreation areas, state parks and wildlife areas, or cultural sites 
related to Natchez Trace history. Side trails and associated facilities 
would be funded, developed, and maintained by private user groups or 
the respective land-managing agency or owner. The National Park 
Service would provide orientation signs where side trails intersected 
national trail segments, and spur trails within the parkway boundary 
would be developed to connect the national hiking trail with any 
designated side trail. 
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APPENDIX: 


NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM LEGISLATION 





(16 USC 1241-51) 


8 1241. National trails system 


(a) Establichment 


In order to provide for the ever-increasing 
outdoor recreation needs of an expanding popu- 
lation and in order to promote the preservation 
of, public access to, travel within, and enjoy- 
ment and appreciation of the open-air, outdoor 
areas and historic resources of the Nation, 
trails should be established (i) primarily, near 
the urban areas of the Nation, and (ii) second- 
arily, within scenic areas and along historic 
travel routes of the Nation, which are often 
more remotely located. 


(b) Congressional declaration of purpose: initial com- 
ponents 
The purpose of this chapter is to provide the 


(Pub. L. 90-543, § 2, Oct. 2, 1968, 82 Stat. 919; 
Pub. L. 95-625, title V. §551(1)-(3), Nov. 10, 
1978, 92 Stat. 3511.) 


tuted ° ‘Sal Guat tame ot Gin ee Gan 
routes of the Nation, which are often more remotely 
located” for “within established scenic areas more re- 
motely located”. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95-625. §551(3),. substituted 
“, scenic and historic” for “and scenic”. 


Suort Titie 


Section 1 of Pub. L. 90-543 provided that: “This Act 
(enacting this chapter) may be cited as the ‘National 
Trails System Act’. 


tion of these contributions, it is further the 
purpose of this chapter to encourage and assist 
volunteer citizen involvement in the planning, 


(As amended Pub. L. 98-11, title II. § 202, Mar. 
28, 1983, 97 Stat. 42.) 


AMENDMENTS 


1983—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98-11, § 20° 1), substituted 
“The” for “the” before “ 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 98-11, § 202(2), added subsec. (c). 
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Snort Titus of 1983 AmEenpMeENnT 


Section 201 of Pub. L. 9R-i1 provided that: ‘This 
title (enacting sections 1250 and 1251 of this title and 
amending sections 1241 to 1247, and 1249 of this title) 
may be cited as the ‘National Trails System Act 
Amendments of 10983'." 


6 1242. National trails system 


(a) Composition: recreation trails; scenic trails; his- 
toric trails; connecting or side trails; uniform 


The national system of trails shall be com- 
posed of the following: 

(1) National recreation trails, established as 
provided in section 1243 of this title, which 
will provide a variety of outdoor recreation 
uses in or reasonably accessible to urban 
areas. 

(2) National scenic trails, established as pro- 
vided in section 1244 of this title, which will 
be extended trails so located as to provide for 
maximum outdoor recreation potential and 
for the conservation and enjoyment of the 
nationally significant scenic, historic, natural, 
or cultural qualities of the areas through 


such agencies or interests without expense to 
the United States. 

(4) Connecting or side trails, established as 
provided in section 1245 of this title, which 
will provide additional points of public access 








For purposes of this section, the term ‘ex 
tended trails’ means trails or trail segments 
which total at least one hundred miles in 
length, except that historic trails of less than 
one hundred miles may be designated as ex 
tended trails. While it ic desirable that ex 
tended trails be continuous, studies of such 


(il 
i 
ie 
Hie 
fe ons 


in full consultation with the Secretary of Agri- 
culture, the Governors of the various States. 
and the trails community. 


(45 amended Pub. L. 98-11, title Il, § 203, Mar. 
1983, 97 Stat. 42.) 


AMENDMENTS 
1963—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98-11, § 203(1), (2), desig- 


S 


HE 
i: 
“i 
E. 


chapter. are 

sentence and out 

propriate Secretary may” in fifth sentence 
. Pub. 


#1243. National recreation trails; establishment and 
designation: prerequinites 


(a) The Secretary of the Interior, or the Sec. 
retary of Agriculture where lands administered 
by him are involved, may establish and desig- 
nate national recreation trails, with the consent 
of the Federal agency, State, or political subdi- 
vision having jurisdiction over the lands in- 
volved, upon finding that— 

(i) such trails are reasonably accessible to 
urban areas, and, or 
(ii) such trails meet the criteria established 


appropriate Secretary and, when no Federal 
land acquisition is involved— 

(i) trails in or reasonably accessible to 
urban areas may be designated as ‘National 


(As amended Pub. L. 98-11, title II, § 204, Mar. 
28, 1983, 97 Stat. 43.) 


AMENDMENTS 


1983—Subsec. (bX 1), (ii). Pub. L. 98-11, § 204(1), sub- 
stituted “appropriate Secretary” for “Secretary of the 
Interior”. 

Subsec. (bx ili). Pub. L. 98-11, § 204(2)-(4), added cl. 
(iil). 


§ 1244. National scenic and national historic trails 














| HH itty Hain?! & if | aque s Be 
i ii? rh 5 allt! aap aie lit H eh & 
32432 si ifs. diy i Z Fi 
> : : Halls ee 
if nat t hil t 3 if Pi : i lt i; : 
FE el a 
o5e4abieiilis leis in vii Hil it aclald i 
: i ee ia 13 ee 7 
i | | ileal ili | 
| I ih ikem ia f 
Hi is 1 
By if i te pul i Hit Lae 


















clad Gaaleslt ile | daey ial te 
2 ee 

TH AA fe ueses ; taf i nl 
ial ia 428 ie i Ca : iit i ni ili 
d ai iti ai 7 Ae ; tile HAHA alt 






til li i? te 6] 


ae 


In 
‘eae ap i 


eaten, 






lili 
| : * 


if 


atti i Wit 












ig Hil 


il 
si 
PEL ie 


ut ilial iif 


el 
a 















a ae iil?! 

















He : o iia i i ae 
the 


Hue 238 ni ar ee lllel li Hae 











if F qgseze ii ue Hi Hh sts RHA 4 i nt 
a i F: Loe Ha th i inl tei ii If 

: AES “Haly ccs uh is i 
i lit if ie i ae i : 
is etl Ri al neh 





\5 























ii nla He ea 
ta ihe Hat a hit i 
Ea a ieee belli it i Hill a 
- ib aan aTl i ill die lise Hi Laat Hip ERAN: ih 
i ta Ht ih Gl 


i ili 
iia aT alt 






ag 








ii Hf 
i ec Hi 














il 
ia tk i 





pa 

















‘ali 


hil 


i 


re ‘i 


i iT HH Hit 


th uF Ll pip he 


Hi il 
if lia tH il il Le 


Lume i 
Aah if ap 









alee ifs 





lb 


ailibta iil idk 











i 












HH li 
ce 














- i is if he : 
ie ia 
fer Ss 





ein he 

















ie su ut 


Ret 
an ca aT 
HE: il 


nell i 


ihe 
a all i 


il B53 ¢ “§ 























iii He etiae STH IES jae ile : ea 









: : is i? 
ee q a ! i 
a eile i ae 
s i bia te ela Ht it he 
uh i i it : ut HF [- 
lea tl le valid TH cu ite if 




















Teen i nip 
att ati He iy a: fill TH al hi H HUH . 
di ia oe lh 
0 eae | i 
ie te - Fi its a ils ital inde: 
th se ( i, gd : nee Hillis ts58 
i ne ssieke 3 . @ , 28824 [ ti He iF 
¥ a 7 it + aS ; Hi Hiliniygt HP - 
TRL i; a | i Hales it | 
i # ru 3 iit aE : Te 2f935 7) 92082 i ah i 
jal ee att af ae tL suet 
iif bi it cri i 5g iby u chal li bith i iui 
CE ates a 






















ri oe t patie edhe ie ig lik ile 
eh Fe 3 sie al ae af Hint 
H i f fii = 2842325 is + pall 
Hele 2A Ul i a : 
HE TT fi ey Heabiatllitiiia He Bi il 
i eke ‘i fr 
ate | : tf i i jul ih ki My i idk 
hia i fi HE AF 
: i il ai a iit ti ve 
Hie iy eabaaate aml ae 














eae le hel Ae 2 eat Gi NG 
if ; Tt il si 7 i 7: i Be 
sug ee | al a 
itn i duet aaa | ue 
Hf Hibatliie stile mull = HD vat ile Halli i 
4 is fale Hy sili fi HP 1 res ip é aie I i 
| itis ibaa dial i isl? te i i ile 
a ig | ailaecaph i! i Hh i 
ie | sate nt le a i Me ile 
PPLE Ey 3h 3 : 
a vl aa a te 











js 


Rerenences in Text 


ulti 


aie 


Ht 


ag 





lal i Hil hast : 
ita nN Ib g Ht if ii it 
i i il aly it it 
spt Mt if‘ ea ht ile rT: 
PHATE it HIE fae ali ui Pr 
(h Hi e 7 we mi : 
HS : Hat E lil i 
a te i i il cl 
1 ill ed itt, ii ae : 


af Th 


sf a8 


7 














BIBLIOGRAPHY 





APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE 


1981 


Trail Design, Construction, and Maintenance. 





BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


1980 


Visual Resource Management Program. Washington: 
Government Printing Office. 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


1935 


1941 


1966 


1969 


1970 


1978a 


1978b 


1979 


1982a 


1982b 


1982c 


1983a 
1983b 


"The Natchez Trace: An Historical Survey," by Ruth E. 
Butier, Olaf T. Hagan, and Randal B. Truett. On file at 
Natchez Trace Parkway. 


Natchez Trace Parkway Survey. Washington. 


“Interpretive Prospectus, Natchez Trace Parkway." Tupelo, 
MS. 


Master Pian, Natchez Trace Parkway. Unapproved. On file 
at Denver Service Center. 


pevelopment Concept, Natchez Trace Parkway. On file at 
ver Service Center. 


Draft Environmental Statement, Natchez Trace Parkway. DES 
-5. Denver Service Center. 


Final Environmental Statement, Natchez Trace Parkway. 2 
vols. FES 78-12. Denver Service Center. 


The Natchez Trace: A Potential Addition to the National 
Trails System. Washington. 


North Country National Scenic Trail, Comprehensive Plan for 
Management and Use. Washington. 


Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail, Comprehensive 
t Plan. Washington. 








“Resources Management Plan and Environmental Assessment, 
Natchez Trace Parkway." Tupelo, MS. 


NPS Trails Management Handbook. Denver Service Center. 





Colbert Ferry Concept Plan / Environmental Assessment, 
erty 7 Lauderdale, ale, Natchez Trace Parkway. Denver 


Sarde Carte 











1983c 


1984 
1985a 


1985b 


1986 


Devel t Concept Plan / Environmental Assessment, 
Gordon House / Duck River Historic Area, Natchez Trace 
Parkway. Denver Service Center. 


Land Protection Plan, Natchez Trace Parkway. Tupelo, MS. 





"Statement for Management, Natchez Trace Parkway." 
Tupelo, MS. 


"Summary Report of Archeological Investigations in the 1-C 
Section, Natchez Trace Parkway," by Jim Atkinson. On file 
at Natchez Trace Parkway. 





General Management Pian / Environmental Assessment and 
Comprehensive Trail Plan 7 Environmental Assessment, 





Natchez Trace Parkway. Denver Service Center. 








ADVISORY COUNCIL, PLANNING TEAM, AND CONSULTANTS 





ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Private and Local Representatives 


Jim Ballard, Tupelo, Mississippi 

P.O. Beard, luka, Mississippi 

Billy Coleman, Duck River, Tennessee 

Betty Dossett, Natchez, Mississippi 

Jean Ratliff, Council Vice Chairperson, Belmont, Mississippi 
Gary Walker, Council Chairperson, Fulton, Mississippi 








State Representative 





Gary Ramsey, Superintendent, Tishomingo State Park, Mississippi 


Federal Representatives 





Neil Davis, Tennessee Valley Authority, Tupelo, Mississippi 
Chris Mosebach, Corps of Engineers, Bay Springs, Mississippi 


PLANNING TEAM AND CONSULTANTS 





Denver Service Center 





Eugene Duhamel, Recreation Planner, Team Captain 
John Murphy, Landscape Architect 
Bart Young, Planner/interpretive Specialist 


Natchez Trace Parkway 





Jim Bainbridge, Superintendent 

Don Thompson, Assistant Superintendent 

Jim Kretschmann, Staff Assistant 

Dale Smith, Chief, Interpretation and Visitor Services 

Dave Tomlinson, Chief, Resources Management and Visitor Protection 
Bobby Mathews, Chief, Maintenance 

Marcel Crudele, Staff Landscape Architect 


Southeast Regional Office 





Alan Woodrow, Regional Liaison 











Consultants 


Bob Schreffier, Federal Highway Administration Project Manager, Denver 
Service Center 

John Wise, Interpretive Planner, Harpers Ferry Center 

Roy Reaves, Southeast Archeological Center 


Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 

Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

State Historic Preservation Officers--Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee 











As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the 
interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve our land and 
water, energy and minerais, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation 
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The 
department aiso has major responsibility for American indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in isiand territories under U.S. 
administration. 


Publication services were provided by the graphics and editorial staffs of 
the Denver Service Center. NPS D-451 


yw 
vf 




















